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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timaty. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of tht3 communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)53 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Feb 17, 2001 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) 53 This action is non-final, 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 53 Claim(s) 1-36 is/are pending in the application. 


4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)K Claim(s) 1-11 


6)H Claim (s) 12-36 

1)U Claim(s) 

8)D Claims 


is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 


are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 


Application Papers 
9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119{a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 


3, □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) 5(1 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) O Interview Summary (PT0-41 3) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Oreftsperson's Patent Drawing Review {PTO-948) 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) 0 Information Disclosure Statemerrt(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 6) □ Other: 


U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) 
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DETAILED ACTION 


1. 


The following is ; a%uotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which¥orms;the^basis for all 


Claim^Rej&tio^ 


obviousness rejections.set forth in this^ffice action: 

(a) A patentmay not be obtained thoughN^^^ti^i^a^iaentically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section^J^pf this title, if the differences b^tweerill^subjyct matter sought to be patented^mci.the prior art are 
such thatthe subject matter as a whole would-have rSeSpbvious at the time the invention^was^made to a person 
having^inary skill in the art to which said subject' matter pertains. Patentability shall nottbenegatived by the 
manner in which the invention was ma ^ e -jQ^^Y^^2> u ^ V 


2. 



Claims 12-36 are rejected under35xU^(Grjte(a) as being unpatentable overPlanas et al. 
(US Patent No. 6,112,015) in viWo£T3ezu^^^ 6,018,769). 


Regarding claim 12, Planas.di'sj^e^ for managing/defective module 


information, comprising: a defect infcmationfmanagem^ntjpplication program-installed on said 


■ V 


V 


workstations (see s 8ylines 26-65); aria^a*graphical*user interface generated x by~said defect 


information management application program and displayed on theWsplay devices of said 

^ it/9 *T??f7^ ^ rr^f U 

workstations; said graphical user interface includm^ a symptoms information area permitting a 
user to log symptoms of a defect and corresponding module identification information to said 
database via said network (see col. 9, lines 6-59); however; Planas fails to explicitly teach a 
database operatively connected to said network; a plurality of workstations operatively connected 
to said network and including an input device and a display device (see col. 6, lines 18-67) 
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Tezuka teaches a database operatively connected to said network; a plurality of 
workstations operatively connected to said network and including an input device and a display 


device (see col. 5- 6, lines 1-67Y Ifc would r£ve v been®vious-to one of an ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the inventionwas^made to provide a database operativel^connected to said network; 
a plurality of workstations operativelyxonnected to saidsrietwork and including an input device 


and a display device as taught by Tezuka^oithe^ne^ GUI of^Planas in order to 

provide an improved network management GUl^ofitelecommunication networks. 

Regarding claims n^Planas^discloses^wherein^said^symptoms information area includes 


a sympton^ category area and a symptomsjar^ajpemittihg the user to log symptom categories and 
symptoms to said database via said network>:said:ciefect r information management application 


(Pi. 


program presenting, a list of availabreisymptoms :: associated'_with said symptom area depending 
upon the symptom category entered-in,said symptom category area by the user. c (see col. 10, lines 
26-63). 



Regarding claim 14,^lanas disclo^es-whefein the symptoms^infermation area includes a 

--,er;to 


process step area permitting v tHe^ser,to associate r p^fect|S^ptems to a corresponding process 


step particular control in conjunction with a user-controllable pointer within the graphical user 
interface (see col. 11, lines 4-67). 

Regarding claim 15, Planas discloses wherein the symptoms information area includes a 
process area and a process step area permitting an operator to associate defect symptoms to a 
corresponding process and process step (see col. 12, lines 9-65). 
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Regarding claim 16, Tezuka discloses input device permitting the user to identify a 


module; said graphical user interface permitting the user to view logged defect symptoms for the 
identified module; graphical userjncluding. a defects information area permitting the user to 


log defects for the identtfi^d\mSdufe to said database via said nerwo^k^see col. .15, lines 19-67). 
Regarding^claim 17, Tezuka disjbses wherein u sajffidefects information area includes a 


CO. 


defects category area and a defects area pemitting.tht^user to log defect categories and defects to 

. ■ W . WW "O 

said databasevia said network, said defect information management application program 


generating a list of available-defeets-associated^with-said-defects-area depending upon the defects 
category^entered in said defects jcatego^^ea%y4nejuser (see col. 17-18, lines 1-67^ 


Regarding claim 18 and 


ft 


19, Planas disclosesiwherein the defects information area 


includes a process step area pennittinglhe^useUo^associate''defects to a corresponding process 

<7U \—- ^^H^^^-l (C~ ' 


step; and whereiri^the defects infomatiorf area 
permitting an operator>to associatexlefects to £ 
14, lines 19-62). ^ 



includes*a*process area and a process step area 
co^rresponding'process and-process step (see col; 



Regarding claim 20 arid 24^Tezuka.discloses said : inpuf device permitting the user to 
identify a module; said graphical user interface permitting the user to view logged defect 
symptoms and defects for the identified module; graphical user interface including an action 
information area permitting the user to log corrective actions for the identified module to said 
database via said network (see figures 3-6). 
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As claims 22- 36 are analyzed as previously discussed with respected to claims 12-21 


above. 


^> Allowable Subled-Matter 


3. 
4. 




Claims 1-11 are^aHowafele over the prior art of record. 

The folio wm^is a statement o^^^ms for^^^^ation of allowat^;subject matter: 
Applic^has claimed uniquely dis^^^^^r^in the instant inventi^^lnch are not 
found in the^rior art either singularly or in combSiation. They are a system for^ariaging 
defective module informatiorif comprising7-a-networkt=a=database^operatively connected to said 


networks-operator workstation operativel^coruieL^^to saidlnetwork and including>an 


operator input device and an operator (hsplay^device^skid^operator workstation displaying an 


(( 


operator graphical user interface on.saj^^ej^ permitting an operator to log a 


symptom of a^lefect and corresponding-module identification information to said-database via 

<A • \ x iil 4F 

said network; a troubleshooter workstation operatively connected to said network and including a 
troubleshooter input device and a troubleshooter^display device, said .troiibleshooter workstation 
displaying, a troubleshooter^aphicaruser^interfaee^n saidTroubleshooter display device 

te,^ ^ y 

permitting a troubleshooter to view the logged symptom for an identified module and log a defect 
to said database via said network; a reworker workstation operatively connected to said network 
and including a reworker input device and a reworker display device, said reworker workstation 
displaying a reworker graphical user interface on said reworker display device permitting) a 
reworker to view the logged symptom and defect for the identified module and log an action to 
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said database via said network; and an inspector workstation operatively connected to said 


network and including an inspector input device and an inspector display device,, said inspector 
workstation displaying an inspector graphical user) interface-on said inspector display device 
permitting an inspector .tojyiew the logged symptom, defect, andactioMor the identified module 
and log feedback information to said database via saicUetwork.. These features are not found or 
suggested in the prior art. ^t^))^ v\o 




5. Th'e-prior art made of record andmot-relied^uponds considered pertinent to applicant's 


disclosure. (PTO-892). 

■ ^ 



6. Responses to this action should be mailed-to: Commissioner-ofrBatents and Trademarks, 


03) n 


Washington, D.C. 20231. If appjic^deskesio/ax a response; (703) 308-9051 may be used for 

„ . $ Is 

formal communications or (703) 305-9724 for informal or draft communications. 

Please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT" for informal facsimile communications. For 
after final responses, please label "AFTER FINAL" or "EXPEDITED PROCEDURE" on the 
document. 
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Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA. Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communicatiomor^earlier communicationstfrom the examiner 
should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305-3972. The 
examiner can normally be reached-on=Monday-Friday=from=8r30-am to 6:00 pm. 


Itattempts to reach the examinerjl3y~tele^ unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, John W. Cabeca, can be reached?on:(^03i);308^3 1 16. The fax number for this group 
is (703) 308=6606. 



Any inquiry of a general nature,or relating to the^status of this applicati&n-or proceeding 
should be directed^the Group receptionist whose telephone-number is (7O3i) y 3O5-38O0. 

CAO (KEVIN) NdtoY^^ VM> \& 
PRIMARY EXAMlKFER-- ^ fr /T\ ^ ^\<i 

March 21, 2004 ^ // g 



